Report David Redlich’s death  11/1/2009

NEXT Meeting: TUESDAY, April 6, 2010 7 pm
OHSU CDRC, 707 SW Gaines, (SW 6th Avenue Drive & SW Gaines)3rd floor 

Susan Egnor, stegnor@comcast.net, 503-221-6981
HomesteadNA.org
Happy Spring Planting!  An energetic group gathered in the sunshine on March 13 at the edge of the Terwilliger Wildlands at Terwilliger and Hamilton.  Folks from 4 (and a half) and up planted 265 native plants where ivy, blackberries and English holly once reigned.  Small now, these plants will grow to restore our forest understory.  Many thanks to all who came, our leading partner Friends of Terwilliger, the City Parks Bureau (which supplied plants and expertise), and Southwest Neighborhoods and Office of Neighborhood Involvement Small Grant Program which provided our work gloves and cookies.
April Meeting  Back to the nitty gritty.  We will consider our neighborhood Action Plan for next year,  (see current plan at www.homesteadna.org.) appoint a Nominating Committee for next year’s board, and hear about issues affecting our neighborhood.
David Redlich, We only recently learned that David Redlich, former President of Homestead NA and long-time neighborhood resident, passed away on November 1, 2009.    Neighbors have described him as a colorful personality who brought passion to meetings in the neighborhood and on behalf of Homestead at City Hall and other forums.  We shall miss that energy.
March Meeting  was busy.  Officer Doug Dickenson from the Police Bureau reported police had arrested the person responsible for a recent spate of neighborhood car break-ins.  He asked that residents report such break-ins, even if the loss seems relatively minor, either on the non-emergency line, 503-823-3333, or online at  http://www.portlandonline.com/police/cor/  (The online process may be more convenient; there is no wait.)  
Chris Dearth, from the Portland Parks Bureau talked, about the proposed Parks Bond, which would include funds for erosion control and native plants along Terwilliger.  Robin Jensen, President of Marquam Nature Park’s Board, and Doug Weir, President of Friends of Terwilliger, contributed a lot to the discussion.  Robin asked our support for adding a long-planned section of Marquam Nature Park trail, including two small bridges, to the bond measure.  [Update: Residents wrote PP&R in support of this trail.  We have learned it has been added thanks to these requests.]  Veterans Hospital representative Frederick White reported the VA is in the beginning stages of planning two new parking areas, one largely underground off Veterans Hospital Road, the other on fill at the north end of the lower parking lot.  
Keep up: We receive notices of emergency situations, road closures, highway work, special workshops, and the like constantly.  We pass these on to those on our confidential electronic mailing list.  If you want to be added to this, please contact Susan Egnor.
