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Landscape Certifi cation 

Project Information (Must include permit number to assure proper recording)

Date______________________Permit number_________________________IVR number _______________________

Site location/street address _________________________________________________________________________

City___________________________________________ State____________________ Zip code _________________

Landscape Certifi er Information - Check one

❑  Landscape architect          ❑  Landscape contractor         ❑  Arborist         ❑  Other, specify ________________

Name __________________________________________________________________________________________

Registration or license type and number_____________________________________Exp date ___________________

Street Address ___________________________________________________________________________________

City___________________________________________ State____________________ Zip code _________________

Day phone________________________FAX________________________email _______________________________

Number required trees planted or preserved:                            Number required shrubs planted or preserved:

Has the required ground cover been planted? ❑  yes ❑  no

Has the required landscaping been installed according to the approved plans?

  • If no, have equivalent substitutions been planted within the limits allowed by code?

❑  yes

❑  yes

❑  no

❑  no

If substitutions were made, attach a copy of the approved plans showing all substitutions made and describe the 
substitions below (attach another sheet if necessary):

Has irrigation been installed? ❑  temporary ❑  permanent ❑  none

The property owner is responsible for ensuring that the required landscaping is installed correctly. 

If the landscaping installation is falsely certifi ed, it does not relieve the property owner of the responsibility for providing 
the required landscaping. The City of Portland does not in any way guarantee the performance of Landscape Certifi ers. 

If a false or incorrect certifi cation is submitted, BDS will take one or more of the following steps to seek correction 
of the situation:

 • BDS will withhold fi nal approval of the site work until the required landscaping has been installed correctly and verifi ed.

 • Where applicable, the issuance of the Certifi cate of Occupancy will be delayed.

 • The case will be referred to the Compliance Services Section of BDS to carry out code enforcement activities, which 
may result in fi nes being assessed.

 • If a Landscape Certifi er has submitted a false or incorrect Landscape Certifi cate form, BDS will notify the regulatory or 
certifi cation body with which the certifi er is registered.

By signing, I certify that the landscaping at this site was installed in accordance with the approved plans.

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________    
 Printed Name and Signature of Landscape Certifi er                                                          Date

Submit this completed form to BDS Site Development, FAX 503-823-5433 attn: Donna Ault, 1900 SW Fourth 
Avenue, Suite 5000, Portland OR, 97201. The completed landscape certifi cation form must be submitted and 

approved prior to requesting the #210 Permanent Erosion Control Inspection. 
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BDS will continue to inspect landscaping work done under One and Two Family Residential, Commercial and 
Site Development Permits that do not require Third Party Certification

BDS will continue to inspect landscaping work done under Zoning Permits

Eight or fewer individual trees planted or 
preserved, and 5,000 square feet or less of 
landscaped area (includes environmental 
zone plantings)

Any other required landscaping
performed where a Third Party 
Certification is not required

More than 8 individual trees planted or 
preserved, or more than 5,000 square feet 
of landscaped area (includes environmental 
zone plantings)

Required landscaping in all tracts in
common ownership

Wet pond, dry pond, and vegetated
infiltration strips and basins

When Third Party Certifications are 
specified by the conditions 
of land use approval

BDS

Inspection

Third Party

Certification

 CO: Commercial

 SD: Site Development

 RS: 1&2 Family Residential

 ZP: Zoning
{

CO, SD, RS

CO, SD, RS

CO, SD, RS

CO, SD, RS

CO, RS, SD, ZP

CO, RS, SD, ZP

ZP

ZP

ZP

ZP

Landscape Certifi cation Information
The property owner is responsible for ensuring the required landscaping is 
installed as approved on the plans, including any irrigation systems or other 
required elements.

The Landscape Certifi cation program applies to work performed under Resi-
dential (RS), Site Development (SD) and Commercial (CO) permits. BDS will 
continue to inspect landscaping performed under Zoning (ZP) permits; and 
RS, SD and CO permits which do not require Landscape Certifi cation.

How will I know whether Landscape Certifi cation 

is required?
BDS will determine whether landscape certifi cation is required during plan 
check or land use review before the building permit is issued. The applicant 
will receive a copy of the Landscape Certifi cation form, copies of which may 
also be obtained online at http://www.portlandonline.com/bds/. The type of 
landscape inspection required is described in the Table entitled “What type of 
inspection is required?”

Who may certify my landscape installation?
A qualifi ed person must perform Landscape Certifi cations. In most cases, 
the landscape designer working on the project must certify that the land-
scaping was installed in accordance with the approved plans. All Registered 
Landscape Architects and Landscape Contractors are qualifi ed to provide a 
Landscape Certifi cation. The State of Oregon registers these professions.

Some landscape installations involve only trees. In these situations, a Certi-
fi ed Arborist (by the International Society of Arboriculture) or a Registered 
Consulting Arborist (by the American Society of Consulting Arborists) is quali-
fi ed to certify the installation of trees in accordance with the approved plans.

Some situations require specialized plantings, such as in environmental 
zones. BDS will accept Landscape Certifi cation by individuals with Bachelor’s 
or higher degrees in Botany, Environmental Science, Horticulture, Forestry/
Silviculture, Ecology and related fi elds where the training is closely related to 
the situation being certifi ed.

How is the landscape installation certifi ed?
When the landscaping work is completed at the site, the certifi er must submit 
the completed form to BDS. Your landscape certifi cation must be completed 
and approved prior to requesting an Erosion Control Permanent Measures 
Inspection (IVR #210).

The Landscape Certifi cation form must be submitted to BDS and all other 
permit approvals obtained, before the permit can be fi naled. The Landscape 
Certifi cation form will become part of the permit’s permanent record.

What if I can’t plant my landscaping yet, but the 

building is fi nished?
If you need to delay your landscaping installation for seasonal reasons, 
the landscape installation may be deferred for up to six (6) months follow-
ing construction. Generally, a seasonal delay is allowed during the summer 
and winter months. Permanent erosion control measures are still required 
whether or not a seasonal delay is allowed.

To delay the landscape installation, the property owner or Landscape Certifi er 
will need to submit a written request that includes the date you anticipate the 
planting to be completed to BDS Site Development, Attn: Donna Ault.

If a Certifi cate of Occupancy applies to your project (e.g. CO permits), you 
must also request a temporary Certifi cate of Occupancy. The temporary 
Certifi cate of Occupancy costs $175.00 per month until all permit approvals 
are certifi ed as complete and can be requested from the BDS Commercial 
Inspections Division.

If a Certifi cate of Occupancy does not apply (e.g. RS and SD permits) a 
zoning permit (ZP) must be obtained prior to approval of the Erosion Control 
Permanent Measures Inspection (IVR #210) to allow for an inspection of the 
landscaping after installation. When the landscape installation is complete, 
submit your Landscape Certifi cation form and call for a Code Compliance 
inspection (IVR #555) under the ZP permit.

For further information, or if you have questions, call 503-823-6892.








